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goodness to respond thereto magnificently by an
image of the Blessed Virgin in silver, exactly like
the one which you preserve in your subterranean
church. It is now 49 years since then, and in the
spring will be 5o, according to the date of the letter
of Monsieur d’Ormeville, then canon at Chartres,
appointed by the chapter to write to the said Rever-
end Father Vincent Bigot. I was with him in the
mission, and that was the year when I said my first
mass,— which I newly celebrated yesterday for the
second time, after 50 years of priesthood and of
mission work.?

It is this union that our Chiefs, in the name of the
whole mission, wish now to renew. It is true that
your presents, exposed in the church, recall to them
the memory of it continunally; but they wish to
freshen it, and consider it as if it were made anew.
They ask me to inform you of this; if they had any-
thing precious, they would send it as their letter; as
to porcelain, you already have one, and it would be
of no use. They beg you, therefore, to have the
goodness to regard this letter as a very sincere and
authentic mark of the sentiments of their hearts, that
you, Monsieur, and all the Gentlemen of your Com-
pany may consent to continue to regard them and to
aid them as your spiritual children; and, in fact, I
attribute it partly to your prayers that all this nation
of the mission where I am has made considerable
progress in the spirit of christianity. May it be the
most faithful and the most attached to the service of
God and to that of the King.

I pray you, therefore, monsieur, as being at the
head of the chapter of your illustrious Company, to
receive this communication, to present it to your



